
the audition 
 

 

before the audition 

• Select and prepare material. 
• Memorize your material. 
• Plan your wardrobe. 
• Rehearse: try out your material on 

family, friends, and teachers. 
• Rehearse your “slate” and make it part 

of your presentation. 
• Be prepared to explain why and how 

you chose your pieces. 
 

24 hours before the audition 

• Go to bed early and get a good night’s 
sleep. 

• The morning of do something 
physical. Warm up and wake up your 
body, your brain, and your voice.  

• Eat a breakfast with a good protein 
and carbohydrate balance. 

• Bring water and a snack with you.  
 

at the audition site 

• Assume that everything you do is 
being watched and evaluated.  

• Arrive early to warm up and prepare.  
• Find out who you’ll be auditioning for 

and remember their names.  
• Listen to instructions.  
• Be courteous to everyone.  
• Keep quiet in the halls.  
• Distance yourself from other 

auditioners who may be engaging in 
discussion – keep your focus.  

 

in the audition room 
Energize: Regardless of the time of day and 
your emotional or physical energy level, be 
sure to present a high energy audition from 
start to finish.  
 

• The audition begins when you open 
the door for your entrance and ends 
when you close it behind you after 
your exit. 

• Keep your energy high and your focus 
strong throughout.  

• Present good posture from your 
entrance to your exit.  

• Let the adjudicator see you and make 
visual contact.  

in the audition room (continued) 
• Enter and leave with confidence—

avoid looking at the floor.  
• Take your time. Look around the space 

and adjust your focus. 
• Do what you rehearsed. Don’t make 

last minute changes.  
• Ending a monologue with the word 

“scene” is not professional and not 
necessary.  

• Thank the panel for hearing you. 
• Avoid excuses, apologies, or 

explanations.  
• Be ready to shake hands if the 

adjudicator initiates it.  
• Focus just over the heads of the 

adjudicators, however, internal 
focuses in your song or monologue are 
very important. Shift the focus 
periodically according to the work you 
have done in the lyric or text 
preparation. 

• After you finish, wait for a response 
before you leave the room, even if it is 
just a “thank-you.” 

• Be prepared to articulate why you are 
auditioning for the school and why 
you want to pursue training in the 
performing arts. This is your 
opportunity to express your passion 
and your professional goals.  

 

after the audition 
It’s better not to discuss other auditioners, the 
adjudicator, or what went on in the room. 
Wait and discuss it with your parents on the 
way home.  
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  Your ATTITUDE must always be professional.  
• Arrive early 
• Be polite  
• Center yourself  
• Don’t apologize 
• Exude energy and confidence 

 
PREPARE yourself.  – your scenes, 
monologues, & knowledge of the show 

• Know the show for which you 
are auditioning (read it ahead of 
time).  

• Be comfortable with your 
monologues – really know these 
characters.  

 

 
 
PERFORMANCE  
• Prepare your intro ahead 

of time – introduce 
yourself and your piece 
with confidence.  

• Differentiate between 
characters and you 
(posture, tone, stance, 
etc.).  

• Take a moment between 
your intro and 
monologue to collect 
yourself and step into 
character.  

• After your monologue is 
ended pause in character 
for just a moment before 
returning to a neutral 
stance. 

 

Do not just know the 
lines, know the 
character you are 
becoming. Let the 
directors see a striking 
difference between 
the person that just 
said hello to them, and 
the character that is 
now coming to life on 
the stage.   

- Wade Bradford 

   

 Hello. I’m 
Kandy Dandy 
and I’ll be 
reading the role 
of Ariel from 
The Little 
Mermaid.  

It’s not uncommon for 
directors to ask you questions 
about your character or the 
show…and you really want 
to be able to answer them. 
(Plus, the better you know 
the show the better you can 
show the character.) 

 

Look Professional, too! 
• Wear plain clothes. You want the director focused on you 

and your abilities not the loud t-shirt with a funny phrase 
on it.  

• Wear appropriate colors. You want to wear colors 
appropriate to the character or are more neutral so the 
director sees the options with you.  

• Wear flat shoes. You need to be comfortable and able to 
move. Ladies, tall heels are out – you wobble and that’s no 
good.  

 
Audition 

Basics 

For more info check out the following: 
 
   http://shakespeare.about.com/od/auditionspeeches/a/Etiquette.htm 
 
   http://www.essortment.com/all/auditiontheate_rdfs.htm 
 
   http://www.actingbiz.com/articles/auditioning_tips.php 
 
   http://plays.about.com/od/basics/tp/Audition-Tips.htm 


